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REVIEW

A ‘Dream’ world of hustling, parties

Two losers con their
way to the top — except
their top is a cruel,
selfish place. And L.A.
looks pretty bad too.

By MicHaRL ORDORA
Sprcial fo The Fimes

Becauss it's made by & sue-
cessful entrepreneur, one might
expect a film called “Living the
Dream®™ to be a cheery self-help
guide — at least in the sense of
helping yourself to as much
booty as possible. Well, cheery
its not. In fact, its downright
misanthrople, There is ample
ooty (of all kinds) and gorging
at the trough, but this (s & bitter,
pocasionally farcical drama with
the most hostile cinematic viear
of Los Angeles since “Crash,”

Christlan Schoyen’s movie,
po-cirected with Allan Fiterman,
fiollows tao friends who wene outs
casts as kids in Eugene, Ore., and
are down-in-the-mouth losers as
adults in Los Angeles. Jonathan
(played by Schayen) and Brenda
(Sean Young) cook up a scheme
Lo start an executhse headhunt-
ing ageocy without contacts, ex-
perience o7 capital They spring
A mauranes fraud and land 8 s
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APPEARANCE OF SUCCESS: Ssan Young, left, and
Christian Schopen sfar as friends in “Living the Dream. ™

high-rise office with lazy. hateful
employess and no kdea how to
run a business. But since the ap-
pearance of success ls more Im-
portant than actual sSuccess
these outsiders are suddenly in-
siders, throwing money around
town and making it with hotiies
Ad Lindsey Buciingham once
sang thatshowwedoRin LA

Actualy the [yTics saodt befit.

ting the movie would be from
Trent Reznors “Closer™ =1 have
o 5001 to sell © This is the pro-
tracted (spirituall death of &
fake salesman whose only prod-
wet, himsell should be recalled
Jonathar goes rom & Rengdog
wimp whose Teeiness (s o dap-
pabbe offense to a coldhearted
oon man who woukd rather party
up thue e i O Dukiness He

doesnt even lke dogs Its &)
cilt to pull for SoMmene S0 IERTy
o return the bullying he has
cebved — it's “Welcome w0 the
Dolihouse~ meets “GlengaTmy
Cilen Ross® but without the
snappy dialogue
Brenda is the flm’s srmotionsl
center: & <3-year-obd, umnat-
tached, lonely woman, painfully
aware of [ife passing her by
Young's performance s nu-
anced, but again its hard to
cheer on someons 30 snthusiag-
tically amoral and materialistic
That's the viewers dilemma
It's like & footrace between Don-
ald Trump and Leona Helmsley
— who do you root against less?
The film's tone s also problem-
athe, It's unclear whether it's ory-
ing for absurdity or quiet drama,
or both, or neither, Some per-
formances are cartoonishy
large, while the musie and —om=
situations are deadly serious.
There & undeniable heatt In
“Living the Dream.” with i3 im-
plcit erithciam of mercenary val-
ues, but its world s populated
sobely by hustlers. recrulters and
salesmmen with nothing to sell

MPAA rating: Unrated. Running
fime: [ hour, 2 minules
Erclurively al Laemmie’s
Sunsef & 3000 Sunsef Blud., Wesl
Hollyiooad, (123 $45.3500



